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field has been, one may say, the consumers' co-opera-
tives.

The producers' co-operative (for instance, Land-
o'-Lakes, which has 87,000 members and produces more
than a third of all the butter in Minnesota) is a wholly
different thing, which may be and often is very much
like any other group banded together for competitive
profits in the free-for-all field of big business. There
were authentic producers' co-operatives in America long
before the Civil War, long before the Swedes came; so
producers* co-operatives haven't necessarily anything to
do with the Scandinavian-American picture. The big-
gest is probably the California Fruit-growers' Exchange.
Another is the Florida Citrus Exchange. Another is
the Dairymen's League of New York, which does a
yearly business of 82,000,000 dollars.

The answer to why the consumers' co-operatives,
which were a new thing, have done so well in demo-
cratic America is not only simple, but reassuring. The
consumers' co-operative is within the accepted normal
economic order. It is not in conflict with it and does
not disrupt it. Communism and Marxian Socialism, on
the contrary, are outside the established economic
order, do conflict with it, and when possible disrupt it.
Communism is definitely revolution in social econom-
ics. The consumers' co-op is a form of evolution which
can build itself into, and operate as a healthy part of,
the system on which American democratic independ-
ence was founded, for which most Americans still stand.
Furthermore, as Bertrand Fowler and Marquis Childs
have pointed out, it has no quarrel with anyone, does

70